Well-deserved honor for couple

StarTribune.com | MINNEAPOQLIS - ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA

Lifestyle =

Home News = Local = Sports = Entertainment = Opinion = Multimedia =

Help =

Welcome | Log in | Member Center QSearch: All |

On the homepage

8 years in prison for
suspect in Dakota
County torture case

Charges expected in
hit-and-run death of
Champlin woman

Home | Local + Metro

State finding: Aide
sexually abused
extremely obese
patient

Well-deserved honor for couple

Far more rare than
hole in one: Lino
Lakes golfer cards
double eagle

Local

Rematch begins
today in file-
sharing case

Richard Sennott, Star Tribune

Ajasa Technologies: Husband-and-wife business owners Anthony and Shelleye Williamson,
who have built the IT/management consulting/staffing company from a basement startup to a
nearly $50 million a year company, have been named Entrepreneurs of the Year by MEDA.

The MEDA 2008 Entrepreneurs of the Year are more than just

shrewd businesspeople. They care about their community and
employees.

By TODD NELSON, Special to the Star Tribune
Last update: June 15, 2009 - 10:41 AM

Building a basement start-up into a $40
million-plus company probably could earn
Tony and Shelleye Williamson -- founders
of management and IT consulting
company Ajasa Technologies -- special
recognition.
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Awwww

So proud of my Aunt and Uncle!
Congratulations and much
continued success! Wish | could
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But success alone is not why the be there tomorrow

Williamsons will be recognized Tuesday
as Entrepreneurs of the Year for 2008 by
the Metropolitan Economic Development
Association (MEDA).
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The honor, MEDA Executive Director
Yvonne Cheung Ho said, has as much to
do with the Williamsons' humility and
philanthropic work. MEDA provides
business consulting, financing and other
services to companies owned or managed
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"Even with their success, Tony and
& share on Digg

Shelleye have always been extremely
humble," she said. "Tony is looked upon as
a leader, a great employer and a role

model in the community. And he gives
back to causes he and Shelleye believe in.
That's why we do what we do at MEDA."
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"It's really important for Tony and | to stay
humble,” Shelleye Williamson said. "We're
really grateful for what we have and try to
always think about other people and do
good work."

The Williamsons, in turn, attribute much of their success to MEDA.

"MEDA has been instrumental in building our business," Tony Williamson said.
"If we didn't have them, I'm certain we wouldn't be where we are today."

Basement beginnings

He and his wife founded the company in 1995 for about $150, or little more than
the cost of incorporating. They've held the same roles from the start: He handles
the business side and she oversees office functions.
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Jostens is still in business?

| thought they went bankrupt years ago. Huh, who knew?

posted by tbergman612 on Jun 15, 09 at 8:19 am |

0 of 1 people liked this comment.

Awwww

So proud of my Aunt and Uncle! Congratulations and much continued success! Wish |
could be there tomorrow!

posted by airyco on Jun 15, 09 at 9:59 am |

1 of 1 people liked this comment.

Cool

Sounds like a nice couple with good roots and simple goals. Good luck with the business.

posted by mnfish on Jun 15, 09 at 11:20 am |

Read all 3 comments | Hide reader comments

E-Verify system only loosely enforced in
Minnesota

Minn. audit looks at finances in Pawlenty's office
Rep. Peterson taking a stand for biofuels
Minnesotan leads torture protest in D.C.

Budget knife hits raw nerve in Pawlenty's
hometown

GOP meets to name its state leader and rework
party's image

More coverage

Shopping+Classifieds

o
Fivo a Jos

Open positions!

A new career awaits.
Look through thousands
of listings to find your
new job. Start now!

jobs
personal
recruiter

No resume? No
problem!

Create a skills profile in
minutes, let a recruiter
match you to an open
position. Click here to
get started.

Contests

Win a $50 Rumours &
Innuendo gift certificate.

Vita.mn presents the Rumours
& Innuendo Block Party in
downtown St. Paul on June 20.
See all contests

G LI LR T

Local Businesses

METROPOLITAN FORD PREMIUM OUTLETS
Find out why Click Here for
1 we sell more! i§ Exclusive
Offers!

www.metropolitanford.com Premiumoutlets.com

= Advertise with us

http://www.startribune.com/local/47951487.html?elr=KArksLckDBEQDUoaEyqyP40:DW3ckUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aULPQL7PQLanchO7DiUsX[6/15/2009 11:52:12 AM]



http://www.startribune.com/nation/48062472.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/48062472.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/48062472.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/48060197.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/48060197.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/48060197.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/48022617.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/48022617.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/48022617.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/48009092.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/48009092.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/48009092.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/local/48032937.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUHDYaGEP7eyckcUX
http://www.startribune.com/local/48032937.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUHDYaGEP7eyckcUX
http://www.startribune.com/local/48032937.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUHDYaGEP7eyckcUX
http://www.startribune.com/local/48032937.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUHDYaGEP7eyckcUX
http://www.startribune.com/local/east/47966821.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUHDYaGEP7eyckcUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/east/47966821.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUHDYaGEP7eyckcUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/east/47966821.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUHDYaGEP7eyckcUr
http://del.icio.us/post
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.startribune.com/local/47951487.html&title=Well-deserved+honor+for+couple&bodytext=The MEDA 2008 Entrepreneurs of the Year are more than just shrewd businesspeople. They care about their community and employees. &topic=tech_news
http://twitter.com/MN_news?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7Ur
http://del.icio.us/post
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.startribune.com/local/47951487.html&title=Well-deserved+honor+for+couple&bodytext=The MEDA 2008 Entrepreneurs of the Year are more than just shrewd businesspeople. They care about their community and employees. &topic=tech_news
http://twitter.com/MN_news?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKU7DYaGEP7Ur
http://www.startribune.com/business/47951482.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/business/47951967.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/local
http://www.startribune.com/local/48074812.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/48074812.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/48075047.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/48075047.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/48071632.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/48071632.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/48066412.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/48066412.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/48071257.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/48071257.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/47951487.html?page=2&c=y
http://www.startribune.com/local/47951487.html?page=2&c=y
http://ww2.startribune.com/user_comments/comments.php?d=asset_comments&asset_id=47951487&section=/local
http://www.startribune.com/s?action=reg
http://www.startribune.com/help/11484216.html
http://ww2.startribune.com/user_comments/comments.php?d=asset_comments&asset_id=47951487&section=/local
http://www.startribune.com/jobs
http://www.startribune.com/jobs
http://www.startribune.com/jobs
http://www.personalrecruiter.com/jobs/index.html?pid=137
http://www.personalrecruiter.com/jobs/index.html?pid=137
http://www.personalrecruiter.com/jobs/index.html?pid=137
http://www.personalrecruiter.com/jobs/index.html?pid=137
http://mpls.startribune.com/dynamic/contests/STcontest.php?preview=1&cid=536
http://mpls.startribune.com/dynamic/contests/STcontest.php?preview=1&cid=536
http://mpls.startribune.com/dynamic/contests/STcontest.php?preview=1&cid=536
http://www.startribune.com/contests
http://adlinks.startribune.com/ad_links/delivery/click.php?ad=218&p=15
http://adlinks.startribune.com/ad_links/delivery/click.php?ad=274&p=15
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/47521292.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/47521292.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/47924952.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/48032732.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/47883047.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/47963971.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/47963971.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/47965351.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/47965351.html?elr=KArks:DCiUHc3E7_V_nDaycUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state
http://adlinks.startribune.com/ad_links/delivery/click.php?ad=218&p=15
http://adlinks.startribune.com/ad_links/delivery/click.php?ad=218&p=15
http://adlinks.startribune.com/ad_links/delivery/click.php?ad=274&p=15
http://adlinks.startribune.com/ad_links/delivery/click.php?ad=274&p=15
http://www.startribunecompany.com/mediakit/online.php
http://www.startribune.com/shopping
http://www.startribune.com/contests

	startribune.com
	Well-deserved honor for couple


	VMUFFMN1BRTGFuY2hPN0RpVXNYAA==: 
	mainsearch: 
	type: [1]
	searchterm: 
	Send: 


	VMUFFMN1BRTGFuY2hPN0RpVXNYAA==: 
	form0: 
	report: 
	report_(1): 
	report_(1)_(2): 




