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When a gitano (fortuneteller), a live
alpaca, author/chef B. Smith and the
lively Casablanca Orchestra get together,
you know it's going to be a party.

In this case, the bash was a "Fiesta
Latina"-themed gala for the Metropolitan
Economic Development Association
(MEDA) last month at the Hilton in
downtown Minneapolis.

Since 1971, the nonprofit has helped
entrepreneurs of color succeed.

"We build and strengthen them," said
Yvonne Cheung Ho, MEDA president
and CEO. "Then when they're strong, they
make great employers and great role
models."
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The annual Metropolitan Economic Development Association MEDA Gala, "The Fiesta Latina,"
at the Hilton in Minneapolis. Dan Gasby(far left) and B. Smith (second from right) with MJ and

[Z] Print this story
[E] E-mail this story

a" Save to del.icio.us
[Ei share on Facebook
Share on Digg

Related Content

Cathy Cruz Gooch, president of Catallia
Mexican Foods and Harold Gooch

Sara Glassman, Star Tribune

Most Popular = Most e-mailed

ot bt bt ot ot ot .| Classifieds CarSoup Homes Jobs Shopping
o
Welcome | Log in | Member Center Q Search: | Al !",i:.mi;““":s. Manage subscription | Vacation stop

Most viewed

Tight-lipped Tiger not out of the woods yet
THE PERFECT Peter's Grill marks 96 years; praise for 'Dalmatian’
aws
GIFT FOR P
EMPLOYEES End of an era: Oprah to end show in 2011
CLIENTS Michelle Obama: A first among firsts

0

fy.n I'!flfi'fe .

Watel more videos

Your Photos+Video

Share photos and videos now

On our honeymoon in Nepal in 1998, we trekked to Kala
Pattar (18,192") to get this view of Mt. Everest.

Valley-based General Mills. She is the
face of Betty Crocker corn-bread mix.

licked $100 in
damage to house

See thousands of photos from other
StarTribune.com readers and share your own
photos and video today.

Wanted: Mich. bank
robber with 'offensive
breath'

Tony and Shelleye Williamson, owners of
AJASA Technologies Inc., were honored
as entrepreneurs of the year. They started
their IT consulting and staffing business in
1995 in their basement. By 2008, the
company had more than $45 million in
revenue and more than 100 employees and
275 subcontractors.

Bungling burglar at
Mich. shop busted by
workers

NewsBreak

"When we first incorporated, we had
difficulty meeting corporate clients and
figuring out how to organize our company.
[MEDA] gave us the tools that fueled our
growth," Tony said. "It's a huge honor to
be recognized in this way.

NewsBreak for
Monday, Dec. 7,
2009

Access Vikings

"Without MEDA, I don't think we'd be at
the level we are today."
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